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Early summer holidays (10/7)

27/1 – 16/2
(27/1)

School opening by
Phase: K3 at 23/9

Extend to 2/3
(31/1)
Extend to 16/3 (13/2)

All levels HD at
29/9

Suspending classes but
not suspending learning

Extend to 20/4 (25/2)
Until further notice (31/3)
K3 HD start at 15/6
(5/5)

Epidemic curve figure from: https://www.chp.gov.hk/files/pdf/local_situation_covid19_en.pdf

Upper respiratory
tract infection
outbreak:
Suspension of f2f:
14-27/11 (12/11)

Financial difficulties experienced by KGs
• Principal Survey by the Hong Kong Professional Teachers’ Union (415 principals),
conducted 7 to 13 August 2020
• Reduction in student enrolment:

• WD/LWD: 11.6%  at least 50%
• N class: 25.8% KGs  at least 50%
• Cross boundary students: 37.5% KGs  at least 50%

• Using reserve funds to support additional expenses during the last semester: 78.3%
(325KGs)

• If no additional support, the reserve funds of 42.4% (172 KGs) is only enough to support
the operation less than 6 months

Source: https://www.hkptu.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/20200817_report.pdf

Grants provided to KGs
Grant

Period

Scheme KGs

Non-Scheme
KGs

Special Anti-epidemic Grant

February 2020

• Small KGs $10,000
• Big KGs (>67 HD students): 15,000

$12,500

Lum-sum grant

March – April 2020

• HD Scheme KGs: $60,000;
• WD: $100,000/ 140,000 (>33 students)
• LWD: $120,000/160,000 (>33 students)

$80,000

• HD: $30,000;
• WD: $50,000/70,000 (>33 students)
• LWD: $60,000/80,000 (>33 students)

$40,000

Third round of Anti-epidemic October 2020
Fund/ One-off grant
announced

Learning Tasks at Home
• EdUHK conducted survey (19 to 22 Feb 2020) with 6702 parents of KG and primary
school students.
• 66.8% KG parents find that their children
have trouble learning at home
%

Difficulties in completing learning tasks at home
Children’s lack of concentration / interest

73.9%

Interruption by other family members

50.1%

Lack of resources / support (e.g., printer)

45.4%

Lack of patience to teach on the parents’ part

33.9%

Lack of time on the parents’ part

26.1%

Lack of relevant knowledge on the parents’ part

23.1%

Insufficient space

18.5%

Unclear instructions

13.3%

Source: https://www.eduhk.hk/en/press-releases/survey-nearly-70-of-parents-find-their-children-have-difficulty-learning-at-home

Online Learning
72.7% KG parents reported that the school
arranged online learning during class suspension
(reported in Feb)
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• 64.1% KG parents were satisfied and 35.9% were
not satisfied with the online learning arrangements

Reasons for unsatisfactory results from online learning
Lack of support from school
Too few types of tasks
Insufficient communication between parents and schools

Not enough work
Tasks take too little time
Tasks take too much time
Tasks are too easy
Too many types of tasks
Too much work
Tasks are too difficult

%
48.5%
31.6%
30.4%
27.2%
20.9%
20.2%
18.3%
17.3%
17%
12.6%

Source: https://www.eduhk.hk/en/press-releases/survey-nearly-70-of-parents-find-their-children-have-difficulty-learning-at-home

Screen time

Digital divide

DAILY SCREEN TIME (KG)
More than 4
hours
17%

Not used at all
2%
Less than 1
hour
19%

3 to 4 hours
14%

1 to 2 hours
28%
2 to 3 hours
20%

Source: https://www.eduhk.hk/en/press-releases/survey-nearly70-of-parents-find-their-children-have-difficulty-learning-at-home

• Survey with 900 parents from lowincome families (Aug – Sep 2020)
(Alliance for Children Development
Rights, 2020): 80% no computer, around
20% without internet access
• Survey with 1300 parents from primary,
secondary school and special schools:
low SES parents reported “inadequate
access to large screen devices (9.8%) or
digital learning resources (17.9%) for
their children’s learning“ (HKU, 2020;
https://www.hku.hk/press/news_detail_
21322.html)

Strategies for Kindergartens to Support
Children’s Learning at Home (EDB)
• Overall planning: according to needs and resources of children,
teachers, and parents; flexibly adjust strategies
• Design of activities: stress on authentic settings and the principle of
child-centredness and play-based learning in form of home-learning
and parent-child activities with consideration of the home
environment
• Home-school cooperation: regular communication and guidelines on
home learning and play

https://www.edb.gov.hk/attachment/en/edu-system/preprimary-kindergarten/about-preprimarykindergarten/KG%20Letter%20and%20Annex_E_20200511_Final.pdf

Guidelines on e-learning from EDB
• The advice of the Department of Health should be heeded and
children aged between 2 and 6 should be discouraged from using
devices with an electronic screen for long durations. In principle,
real-time online teaching is not recommended for e-learning
at kindergarten level. We do not recommend young primary
students and students with attention deficit to go online for real-time
learning, either.

https://www.edb.gov.hk/en/about-edb/press/cleartheair/20200402.html

Increased stress during lockdown
• Survey by Mental Health Month Organising Committee
(2020): "Average score measuring Hong Kong residents’
psychological state falls to 45.12, with 52 set as satisfactory
level"
• Survey by the Hong Kong Federation of Youth Groups (2020):
45.8% of the parents scored lower than 52 (satisfactory
level) on the WHO-5 well being index.
• Survey by The Hong Kong Institute of Family Education
(2020): “parents were generally stressed about the class
suspension, with 85 per cent saying they were unhappy
about it”
• Stress due to home confinement for the children (Wang et
al., 2020): Physically less active, longer screen time, irregular
sleep patterns, less favourable diets, reduced outdoor
activities and in-person interactions with peers

Source: https://www.coronavirus.gov.hk/

Curriculum resources about COVID-19 (EDB)

Education Bureau: https://www.edb.gov.hk/en/curriculum-development/resource-support/learning-teaching-resourcelist/COVID-19-KLA-Resource-Lists/index.html#KE

Educational Television (ETV), EDB
Theme: COVID-19

Series of Being a Healthy Kid

https://www.hkedcity.net/etv/en/resource/2333591569

Songs and rhymes
e.g., The ‘Healthy
Life’ Episode
https://www.hkedcity.net/etv/en/resource/5001740477

https://www.hkedcity.net/etv/en/resource/22182295

Child Assessment Service, Department of Health: https://www.dhcas.gov.hk/file/Psycho-educational%20booklet_Child.pdf

Child Assessment Service, Department of Health: https://www.dhcas.gov.hk/file/Psycho-educational%20booklet_Parent.pdf

Prevention of COVID-19 Health Protection Measures for Schools
(for resumption of face-to-face classes in September 2020) (EDB, 2020)

Some examples:
• KGs should avoid gathering of parents/ students at school entrance; arrange
entry and departure by batches
• If classroom situation allows, students keep a distance of at least one metre
from one another.
• Avoid activities that require touching a common object or sharing facilities/
equipment; disinfect related materials after use
• Flexible snack/ toilet time by batches
• KGs should consider installing partitions on tables to reduce the risk of infection.
The partitions should be large enough to serve as effective barrier to prevent the
splash of respiratory droplets or vomitus when a child eats on his/ her own seat.
Source: https://www.edb.gov.hk/en/sch-admin/admin/about-sch/diseases-prevention/guidelines-covid19.html

Measures in KGs
• Reduce sharing of toys, books, and materials for exploration
• Maintaining social distance
• Avoid contact during physical activities
• Installing partitions

Unique opportunity for…
• Developing resilience / flexibility / problem-solving in face of
uncertainties and changes to usual routine
• Greater awareness of healthy habits/ eating/ exercising/ selfcare skills
• Discover alternative remote forms of learning and activities
• Opportunity for relationship building
• Survey by The Hong Kong Institute of Family Education
(2020): 75% parents reported an improvement in their
relationship with their children during school closures since
early February.
• Survey by the Hong Kong Federation of Youth Groups (2000):
46.5% parents had better relationship with family members,
30.6% reported their relationship with family members was
turned worse

• Increased parental engagement
• From the Hong Kong Christian Service’s (2020) experience
with online training with SEN children: specialists were able
to understand more about the family and home environment
and observed greater parental engagement

Conclusions

• Maintaining personal hygiene and
disease prevention becomes an
important self-care skill
• Mindful of the changing contexts and
the potential impact on children’s
development
• Creating safe learning experience to
support child development

